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  THE BUZZ 

GREATER EXPECTATION, GREATER SUCCESS       OCTOBER  2018 

    BERGVLIET HIGH SCHOOL 

    PRINCIPALôS PAGE 

I   would like to thank everyone for supporting and sharing the wonderful occasion of the opening of the school Cultural centre and surrounds with us.  

 

We were delighted to welcome Paul Robertson, past principal, who as our guest of honour did the honour of opening our new 

library. From the moment I took over as principal, I was under pressure from staff to ñget rid of the prefabs, they were alternately 

ñtoo hot or too cold, they were too small and falling apartò.  Similarly there was pressure to have a ñproper music venueò and 

additional classrooms.  People suggested where to build, what to build, all of the suggestions and ideas began to swirl around in 

my head, and over the next few years I began to crystallize the vision in my head and one day I was in a position to verbalise 

this to the SGB. After having practiced it many times on other people (that meant anyone who came into my office was forced to 

listen to my pitch) 

 

The SGB saw the vision of the management and the need for upgrading our facility and instructed 

me to find an architect. I asked around and a shortlist of half a dozen architects presented their  

interpretation of our vision. The SGB unanimously appointed Bruce Burmeister and Associate  

Architects. It quickly became apparent that we had made the right choice and within weeks of the 

brief, I had a provisional drawing on my desk. I immediately fell in love with it and so did the SGB.  

ABSA came to the party with the loan and before long we went to the parents and they gave it the 

thumbs up too and we were delighted to have so many parents joining us at the opening.   

 

Parents and guests were taken around the complex by our new prefects and were as delighted 

with the development as we are. Bruce and his team brought our vision to life. Overall this devel-

opment includes 6 classrooms, a new art room and drawing room, a multi-faith prayer facility, an 

extended science lab, expanded disabled access to the buildings, a refurbished library, a new front foyer 

and toilets of the main hall, an astro changing facility, a dedicated music block inclusive of an office, kitchen, store, 7 individual 

practical music rooms, a sub divisible hall and an outside amphitheater. Every last penny of this has been financed by the par-

ents, with no support from the WCED, I am sorry to say. The excitement has been tangible with both the learners and staff very 

excited to be moving into our new space.  Thank you to the SGB and the parents for this wonderful facility.  We appreciate your 

confidence in us. 

 

We have enjoyed putting many finishing touches to the building, the pic-

tures, the plants, just everythingé..  So many people had input into all this 

and I have appreciated all the suggestions and ideas.  I hope you can see 

your idea, suggestion ésomewhere in the buildingé. 

It was a personal honour for me to open this wonderful facility and I know, 

without doubt, that it will add huge value to the school and the broader 

community.        

Mr S D Price 

PAUL ROBERTSON 
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Gina Florentino  

creator of the beautiful mosaic 

The opening evening was 
made even more special by the 
musical items brought to us by 
past pupils, special guests and 
music staff. 
 
Darryl Andrews (Conductor) 
 
Justin Bates (2nd Alto Sax) 
 
Zeke Le Grange (1st Tenor Sax) 
 
Catherine Valentine (2nd Tenor 
Sax) 
 
Georgia Jones (Baritone Sax) 
 
Kelly Bell (Lead and  
2nd Trombone) 
 
Ross McDonald (Lead and 2nd 
Trombone) 
 
Jessie Williams (3rd Trombone) 
 
Le-Roy Simpson (Bass Trombone) 
 
Ian Smith (Lead Trumpet) 
 
Keegan Steenkamp (2nd Trumpet) 
 
Chaz Abrahams (3rd Trumpet) 
 
Jody Engelbrecht (4th Trumpet) 
 
Joshua Klein (Drums) 
 
Oliver Schenck (Congas) 
 
Thembi & Mathew Tromp (Piano) 
 
Sabastian Pope (Guitar) 
 
Lisa Bauer (Vocals) 
 
Daniel ven der Walt (Vocals) 

Past staff with Mr Stephen Price  

 

L-R: Mr Paul Robertson, Ms Dalene Footman, Mr Les Ryan, 
Mr Paul Noppe, Mr Stephen Price,  

Mrs Michelle van Schalkwyk and Mr John Coates  

Address by Adam Cloete, SGB 
Treasurer  
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The grade 10s are selling re-usable shopping bags made from  

parachute material, which can be folded into a pouch for easy storage, 
in your handbag or your pocket.   
R30 each. 
 
Please pay via the Karri app, EFT or Debit/Credit Card at the finance 
office.  

 

2 fundraising initiatives worth supporting  

GRADE 10s STEAMING AHEAD  
WITH FUNDRAISING 
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THE ORANGE RIVER EXPERIENCE 

 

During the recent school holidays, a group of our learners had a fantastic adventure on the Orange River. 
Kayaking down the river, sleeping under the stars, getting back to nature, thanks to Mr Classen for making 
this happen. It was an awesome experience!! 
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MEMORIES FROM VIETNAM 

Mrs Riffel, Mr Johns and Ms Gibbs accompanied many 
of our learners on a trip of a lifetime to Vietnam during 

the last school holiday. 

 

This was a experience for them ñsecond to noneò and 
we are sure they will talk about it for many years to 

come. 

 

Thank you to the teachers, named above, for  
organising such a fabulous trip. 


