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The Last Farewell 
 

W hen I think of the 2009 matrics about to leave us I can't help but feel proud. I feel like a farmer who planted a crop of wheat, 
watered and fertilized it, loved it and watched it grow strong in the bright sunlight and the crop is now ready to be harvested. It 

is golden and valuable and it is the best wheat in the district. 
  There is an atmosphere of joy and sadness in the school this week as a part of the school has grown up and is leaving and 
that is nostalgic for all of us.  The matrics held an assembly for the school this week and dedicated their concert to the memory of 
their friend, Brent Thomas.  As I thought about this, I found this poem which makes the dedication even more poignant. 
 
 "Today we spend more and enjoy less;  
we have bigger houses but smaller families;  
we have more medicines but less health;  
we have multiplied our possessions but reduced our values;  
we reached the moon and came back but we find it troublesome to cross our own street  
and meet our neighbours;  
these are days in which two salaries get home but divorces increase;  
these are days of finer houses but more broken homes;  
that's why I propose that as from today you do not keep anything for a special occasion  
because every day that you live is a special occasion;  
pass more time with your family 
visit the place you love;  
life is a chain of moments of enjoyment, it isn't only survival;  
use your crystal goblets, do not save your best perfume  
and use it every time you feel you want it;  
take out from your vocabulary phrases like 'one of these days' and 'someday'; 
let's tell our families and friends how much we love them;  
do not delay anything adding joy to your life;  
every day, hour and minute are special; and you don't know if it will be your last." 
 
  We release you, Class of 2009, with our blessing.  This rite of passage is yours to  
celebrate and enjoy.  We are sad that you are leaving but we know that you have all  
enriched the tapestry that is Bergvliet High.  We also know that you will make your mark  
on this world of ours.   
 God bless, Salaam aleikum, Hamba kakuhle, Shalom and Totsiens .                                               Stephen Price 

WHAT REALLY DEFINES AN ―EXCELLENT‖ SCHOOL? 

T here have been some articles in the newspapers recently which have been focusing on excellent or the top schools in the country. A 

few weeks ago, Bergvliet was fortunate to be mentioned  as one of the 15 schools of excellence in the Western Cape in the Weekend 

Argus.  We all rejoiced. Then, the very next day, we were not mentioned in the top 100 schools in the country in the Sunday Times. We all 

spurned lists and doubted the criteria used for selection. It was funny to observe our fickle attitudes, but it did raise the question: Who or 

what decides what an excellent school is?   

 I would like to suggest that we should ask our own question : Are we an excellent school?  I would also like to suggest that excel-

lence might not be a comparative thing. In other words, we do not measure excellence in terms of being better or worse than another 

school. We measure excellence according to what is happening right here in our school. Are we making the most of what we have with 

what we have?    

 As I look around I see many signs of excellence. The recent musical that the school put on is one example. A look at the list from 

the Matric Awards Ceremony we have just celebrated, shows how many of our Matrics have been excelling in their various spheres, from 

academic to sport to service for the community and the school. As educators we have been visiting each other’s classes to evaluate our 

performance in the classroom. I have been  inspired and proud of what happens in some of our classes. This is yet another sign of excel-

lence. During the valedictory I looked at the faces of the matrics who were about to leave us. There were faces of young, strong, positive, 

proud, motivated young people staring back at me. I remembered many of these young people as they were when they first came to 

Bergvliet High School. Some have always been bright stars, but others have had to work hard. We have had our battles with some, but 

they too have set their goal to matriculate and are in the process of doing so. We have some remarkable sportspeople, players who have 

made national teams. This is definitely a sign of excellence. However, we have also players who have worked hard to raise the level of their 

own play and although they have not made national sides, they have excelled in terms of their own performance.  

 In the end, I think it is the way in which we define excellence that is important.  I would like to offer Jerry Moran’s definition of excel-

lence as our benchmark. He says, ― Perfection has to do with the end product, excellence has to do with the process.‖  In these terms, we 

are indeed a school of excellence. There are things happening at Bergvliet High School. There are processes at play where people are 

encouraged, motivated and inspired to give of their best, work their hardest and develop as fully as they can. And they do so. This makes 

us an excellent school.            Charmaine Kendal 

My Time at BHS 
 BHS has provided me with 

good academic opportunities and 

great teachers, who genuinely care.  

 Many of the  highlights I 

have experienced  can be linked to 

the music department as music has 

been the centre of my high school 

career. Music has helped me gain 

confidence as we all had opportuni-

ties to perform before audiences, 

even if the audience was just our 

parents. 

 I really want to thank BHS 

for all the opportunities, for every-

thing,  Astrid Joseph 
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End of year timetable  

Please read through this timetable and take note of what is happening at the end of the year. It contains vital infor-
mation about closing times, exams and handing back of text books. 

DATE EVENT SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS 

Friday 6 November Grades 10 + 11  begin exams 
Grade 8+ 9 continue with normal school 

Grades 8,9,10+ 11 finish at 13h00 . 

Monday 16 November Grade 9 begin exams (CTA Section B)  
Grade 8 continue with normal school 

Grade 9 come to school every day and finish at 
11h15 (but supervised study will be available till 
13h00) 
Grades 8,10 + 11 finish at 13h00. 

Thursday 19 November Grade 8 start exams.  Grade 8 come to school every day.  

Thursday 26 November Grade 9 finish exams  
Grade 10 Text book hand in. 

All Grade 10s to hand in text books . Those writing 
Music, Science or Geography will hand in those 
books after they finish their last exam. 

Friday 27 November No exams—Muslim religious holiday 
Grades 10 and 11 stay at home unless parents are 
nervous and request otherwise.  
Grade 9 come to school and do text book hand in. 
Grade 8 come to school and study for exams. 

Grade 8+9 finish school at 13h00 
All Grade 9s, except Muslim learners,  to hand in all 
their text books. 
Grade 9 learners are advised to bring their Xhosa 
books to study for Monday’s exam. 

Monday 30 November Grade 9 : Xhosa exam Grade 9 Muslim learners to hand in their text 
books. 
Grades 8,9,10+ 11 finish at 13h00 . 

Tuesday 1 December Grade 9: Special Programme Details to be supplied later. This programme con-
tinues until Friday 4 December. 
Grades 8,9,10+ 11 finish at 13h00 . 

Wednesday 2 December Grade 11: Text Book hand in All Grade 11s to hand in all their text books. Those 
writing additional Maths will hand in their Maths 
books once they have finished writing. 

Thursday 3 December Grade 11, 10 and 8 finish exams 
Grade 9 : Special programme 

Grades 8,9,10+ 11 finish at 13h00 . 

Friday 4 December Return of papers for Grades 8,9,10 +11. Grades 8,9,10+ 11 finish at 13h00 . 

Monday 7 December Special programme: Mini World Cup Soccer Tourna-
ment 

Come dressed to support your favourite country! 
Grades 8,9,10+ 11 finish at 12h00 . 

Tuesday 8 December Special programme: It’s Your day A collection of special activities with an element of 
choice and fun. Activities to choose from in-
clude—courses presented by learners, music jam-
ming sessions, film festival, board games, tea gar-
den, LAN, basketball, table tennis, pool, soccer, 
airhockey, touch rugby, aerobics, surf simulation. 
And more! Detailed letter to follow. 
Grades 8,9,10+ 11 finish at 12h00 . 
 
 

Wednesday 9 December Special Programme: Variety Concert A concert organised by the learners, for the learn-
ers. A showcase for Bergvliet High talent. 
Grades 8,9,10+ 11 finish at 12h00 . 

Thursday 10 December Special programme: Band concert Specially invited band to rock the school. 
Grades 8,9,10+ 11 finish at 12h00 . 

Friday 11 December Final assembly : End of school 
Report pick-up 

School ends at 11h00  
Report  will be available for those who have handed 
in all their text books. 

We will be asking R25 per learner 

for the special  programme. Just 

R5 per day. Letter to follow. 



3 

My “Hope: The Musical” Experience 

I  have always wanted to take part and be part of the 

school in a special way but have never had the op-

portunity to do so properly. When the musical “Hope” 

was introduced, I felt an urge to audition . I saw the 

school developing through this musical . It was also a 

way of getting more students involved. 

 

Although our practices were sometimes a mess and 

chaotic, we got to know our cast members, each with 

their own unique personalities, better that way. We got 

to know each other much better than we would have 

known them if we had just paased them by in the pas-

sage. In the end we were more like a family who knew 

all the same songs and even sang about a cocaroach…

(how disgusting). By the end of the production the 

teachers helping knew each of us by name and knew 

all our songs. 

 

It was a pleasure working with our director Billy 

Enderstein and her daughter Coila, who accompanied 

us on the piano and became a close friend to all of us. 

When we finally completed the rehearsals for the mu-

sical, we were all exhausted from the late night prac-

tices, but yet very excited for the performances. The 

shows went well and we all enjoyed them. We just 

loved being on stage! 

 

For me, this musical has given me the realization that 

music is my true passion and I would like to pursue it 

one day. It has given me confidence for my matric 

year and also for my future. This experience was one 

that will stay with me for a very long time and I’m 

sure that the same goes for many others. It was a home 

grown musical that was developed by the people in 

our school and to me it just shows that Bergvliet High 

is a home for creativity and success.    Leigh Francis 

Leigh Francis and Dino Kareklas in a scene from the musical 

You’ve seen the show 
NOW 

buy the DVD  
Hope :The Musical 

DVD: R75 
CD: R60 

Combo (DVD + CD) R120 
Get your copies from Kay Warne 

021  712 0284 X 210, or email  kayw@bhs.org.za  

~~~CONGRATULATIONS~~~ 
The following Matric learners were given awards 
this term 
 
Jaryd Newton  Full Colours  Swimming 
Kristen Peterssen Half Colours  Music 
Chloe Geale  Half Colours  Drama 
Severo Lategan Merit Award  Drama 
 
Krysten Vlok and Ashley Kruger were each awarded  
a bursary to study at Montrose College next year. 
Well done to them all! 
 

 

A Week of Fun 
 We are arranging a special week of fun for the 
end of the school term and we encourage all learners to 
come along and take part in it. There will be a sports’ day, 
a day o f special activities, including courses presented by 
learners, music jamming sessions, film festival, board 
games, tea garden, LAN, basketball, table tennis, pool, 
soccer, airhockey, touch rugby, aerobics and surf simula-
tion. The week will also host the annual school variety 
concert and the performance of a special guest band.  
 We will be contacting you shortly with details. 
Please help and encourage your children to choose what 
they would like to do. 
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SPORTS’ PAGE 
WHAT A YEAR THIS HAS BEEN: A TRIBUTE TO OUR MATRICS 

  

 Sports Day was ―Same old, same old ―, but with a difference and a twist. This time there were some track events 
too. There was lots of cheering for the teams in these events. Many matrics participated in the day and Brent Davids had 
to be carried off with a leg injury while St. John Taft thought he could start a race at any time.  
 
  The winter tour will surely be a huge highlight for all matrics who went on tour. We will never forget  the pouring rain, 
icy cold weather, the bus getting stuck in wet sand, the awesome views and the camaraderie we shared. 
 
  2009 saw the re-introduction of track and field athletics. We entered 16 athletes in competitions and scored 7 first 
places taking our overall points to 56 . Our matrics represented us well. JP Davids won his 100m race and his relay team 
performed well by winning their race. Brett Hilarides won his High Jump event.  
 
  Cricket, Basketball and Swimming had varied results. In swimming,  Megan van Wyk was selected to represent 
Western Cape Schools at the National Schools’ Championships. 
 
  And on to Cricket. Clinton Jarman has memories of scoring 50 runs on tour in Graaff- Reinett.  Jason Chivell hit a 
full toss straight for cover. Our cricketers also got the opportunity to bowl in the nets to both the national South African 
Cricket team and … the Australian cricket team at Newlands.  
 
  Our hockey teams did well. Brent Davids had a tough hockey season motivating his young team. Hats off to him as 
he had to give it his all. The team managed to beat Edgemead 1 – 0. Nathan Amon scored a brilliant back stick goal 
against King’s College. Rory Clarke was the usual stalwart who kept the midfield stable.  
 
  Sam Jones, Angie Krstic, Megan Upsher will remember the anxious moments in every game of hockey they 
played and the first game against Fairmont will always be a memory to savour. 
 
  Blake Klug, as first team rugby captain, had a good season. He was supported by JP Davids with his flair as a fly 
half, Alexiou Hofmeyer and his hard tackles, St. John Taft for his outstanding lineout jumping, Jason Chivell for avoid-
ing the tackles at all cost, Jared Smith and his phenomenal meals, David Cochrane who scored 8 tries, Narcisse Sadi 
and the comments he was always making, Nathan Mengel for not giving up, David Gentz and his strange eating habits 
(we did not know what to feed him on tour), and finally, Clinton Jarman who kicked the team to victory against Pinelands. 
These players formed a tight team which was able to take the Grand Slam. The rugby game against Fish Hoek was surely 
the best highlight for them. They will not forget the antics of their Grade Eleven team members on tour: The Ninjas. The 
team talks and training sessions put together by Mr. Van Vuuren and Dieter Swanepoel’s amazing fitness sessions are 
some of the memorable times they shared as a team. 
 
  The netball girls had an awesome season. While they did not win all their games, they came pretty close. They too 
will also remember their tour to Port Elizabeth and Kylie Kruger’s hilarious imitations of various people. Leigh Brown was 
her usual strong self.  
 
  Debbie Godfrey is sure to remember her matric year. She is now part of the SA Senior Badminton squad and just 
goes on to win every game she plays. She has swept the opposition aside in her quest for excellence. She is also the lat-
est BHS Honours Colours recipient. The Badminton team of BHS is the only team not to have lost a game this year.  
 
 Matthew Vink went from strength to strength leading the way in squash. He earned his WP colours once again and 
was awarded BHS Full Colours.  
 
 Jaryd Newton represented the school and his country well at swimming . This has earned him full colours at BHS. 
 
  I am sure that the highlight for our soccer boys will be the tour. Everything was just a new experience for them. It 
was a pity that their games got called off twice due to flooded pitches in Knysna and PE but heir second game on tour was 
good.  
 
  There are just so many memorable moments that come to mind when we think of this year’s matrics. We have really 
enjoyed all the effort and time they have put into sport in their years at BHS. This refers to all those matrics who are leav-
ing, not only those in the first teams. They have attended practices and matches. They have helped to lift school spirit 
through their participation, but most of all, they have given something of themselves to something bigger than themselves. 
As they go out into the world, we hope they will continue to stay fit and healthy and enjoy their sport as they have at 

school. Keep playing!       
Fairoez Cassiem 
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 The Finale Concert will be held at Bergvliet 
High School on 30 October at 18h45 sharp, in our 
school auditorium (hall). This will feature our top 
performers and award winning soloists for 2009, 
as well as performances by our accomplished 
ensembles. This includes the likes of our senior 
and junior jazz bands, choir and saxophone quar-
tet. 
 Come and support the first time perform-
ances by the all-star big band and vocal tentet 
featuring guest stars Amy Campbell and Denay 
Willie. We will also have a special guest appear-
ance by: DUM-DUM-DUM-DUUM. . .Touch! 
 Tickets- R10 for scholars, and R30 for 
adults (available from the music block at second 
breaks and after school). 
 We would appreciate your support for the 
matrics’ final performance of this year. 
 Thank you 
 Bergvliet High Music Department 

MUSIC LEARNERS EXCEL 

Well done to all these learners who excelled at recent competi-
tions. 

 
NATIONAL YOUTH JAZZ FESTIVAL 

Chad Hendricks 
Zeke Le Grange 

 

CAPE TOWN EISTEDDFOD 

Bergvliet High School Saxophone Band -  Gold Diploma 
Bergvliet High School Junior Jazz Band – Gold Diploma 
Bergvliet High School Senior Jazz Band – Gold Diploma 
Bergvliet High School Senior School Female Choir – Honours / 
Gold Diploma 
Bergvliet High School Senior School Mixed Choir – Honours 
 
Eden Stevens – Vocal - Honours 
Robyn Deedat – Vocal Honours 
Astrid Joseph -  Vocal Gold Diploma 
Dino Kareklas – Vocal Gold Diploma 
Fujiko Okada – Vocal  2 Honours / Gold diploma 
Leah Adams – Vocal   3 Honours / 1 Gold Diploma 
Chloe Sutherland  - Vocal  2 Honours / 7 Gold diplomas 

2009 Matric Assembly 
 
This year we dedicated our final assembly to the 
memory of Brent Thomas. 
 The assembly  was a wonderful expression 
of Bergvliet High Matrics coming together for a 
common purpose to celebrate our diversity and 
strengths. We are a group of 204 individuals from 
different backgrounds, cultures and cliques who 
had one thing in common– our willingness to inter-
act with one another and accept and appreciate 
each other. Those are the factors that has proudly 
set our grade apart from the rest of the school.  
 The school was treated to a variety of 
items including singing, dancing and skiets. We 
ended off on an exhilarating note with our very 
own High School Musical  item, “A  Night to Re-
member”. 
 The final assembly is over and the last bit 
of hard work lies ahead as we prepare for our final 
exams. Thank you to all the staff for making our 
high school lives memorable. We trust you en-
joyed our final assembly.                      Ashleigh 

CLOTHING EXCHANGE 
 
Urgent request! We are in urgent need of two mothers to help run the Clothing Exchange at the school next year. If 
anyone can help with this please contact Mrs Carol Drew or Mrs Kay Warne on 021 712 0284. 

Flowers 

Thank you to Mrs Dedricks (Grade 9 
mother) who provides flowers for the 
foyer of the school each week and 
also to the Woolworths store at Park 
’n Shop who have also offered to donate flowers 
to the school on a weekly basis. 
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MATRIC AWARD WINNERS 

2009 

DILIGENCE PRIZES 
12Cn Erin Hendricks,  
            Kaylin Scheepers 
12Cw Reinhardt Hector 
12Gi   Lucy Sturrock, Tarryn Hamman 
12Pi Kelly Davids 
12To Olivia Donnelly 
12Vz Terri-Louise Wentzel 
12Wi Jared Naidoo 
 
CERTIFICATES OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT 
MERIT CERTIFICATES 
Leigh Brown 
Robyn Buckton 
Robynn Deedat 
Daniel Forde 
Liam Meaker 
Rylan Morrison 
Nicholas Peacock 
Janine Ritchie 
Brandon Saunders 
Katherine Verhoeven 
HALF COLOURS 
Zunaid Ahmed 
Bridget Auld 
Nadia Baartzes 
Reinhardt Hector 
Zaid Janoodien 
Blake Klug 
Demas Michalos 
Kaylin Scheepers 
Lucy Sturrock 
FULL COLOURS 
Michael Barnes 
Tayla Chin 
Kelly Davids 
Tarryn Hamman 
Wade Profe 
Andrew Robertson 
Robyn Viljoen 
 
SUBJECT PRIZES 
Caryn Hobbs 
Michael Barnes 
Andrew Robertson 
Liam Moses 
Lucy Sturrock 
Demas Michalos 
Robynn Deedat 
Wade Profe 
Rafieka Ban-
derker 
Annemieke Reed  
Richard Levey  
Pauline Lapierre  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
GRADE PRIZES 
3

rd
 in Grade : Liam Moses  

2
nd

 in Grade : Caryn Hobbs 
1

st
 in Grade and Dux Medal : Rafieka Banderker 

 
FULL COLOURS FOR ARTS, SERVICE AND SPORT 
Ronnie Kellerman  
Rafieka Banderker  
Leah Adams  
Michael Barnes  
Nadia Baartzes  
Chad Hendricks  
Jason Joseph  
Zeke le Grange  
Jamie Steyn  
Tamlyn Taylor  
Matthew Vink  
Meghan van Wyk  
Jarryd Newton  
Brett Hilarides  
Special Honours Award: Deborah-Ray Godfrey  
 
SPORT PRIZES 
Blake Klug  
Alexiou Hofmeyer   
Rory Clarke  
Megan Upsher 
Brandon Saunders 
Justin Scheepers 
Ashley Kruger  
Deborah-Ray Godfrey  
 
 
SPECIAL PRIZES 
Nadia Baartzes  
Lucy Sturrock  
Michael Barnes 
Megan Theron 
Samantha Jones  
Byron Kapp  
Kristen Peterssen 
Wade Profe   
Keashe Allie  
Liam Meaker  
Narcisse Sadi  
 
LIONS CLUB OF BERGVLIET AWARD FOR SERVICE 
TO THE COMMUNITY : Ronnie Kellerman 
 
 
THE ROTARY CLUB OF WYNBERG AWARD FOR 
SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY: Kayla Coraizin 
 
THE GOOD FELLOWSHIP AWARD: Lauren White 
 
THE LIONEL MORGAN TROPHY: Ashleigh De 
Wet  
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ACCOMMODATION    ACCOMMODATION  
Gordons Bay / La Bella Langebaan / Villa D'iamante  

 

From R1800 p.w Sleeps 6  

Fully self-catering.  

Contact  Kerryn on 021 8547498    

From R2000 p.w sleeps 8  

Fully self-catering.  

Contact Kim on 021 4244645  
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CAR FOR SALE 
Ford Escort 1600 Automatic 1986 
Excellent condition inside and out 
Very low mileage (17 000 km) 
YES—it really did belong to an old 
lady! 
Offers on R 25 000 
Contact Lynn Glen-Young 
BHS office 021– 
7120284 
 
 

MY SCHOOL CARDS 
Thank you to all those who are using their MySchool cards 

and in so doing supporting the school.  

Please remember to use your card when making purchases at 

the many hundreds of outlets supporting the programme. A 

full list of these outlets is available from the school and on 

the MySchool website www.myschool.co.za. 

 

MAKRO: PAY BACK TIME 
Thanks to your generous support BHS has received R1 600 

from Makro for the period between 01/01/09 - 31/08/09. If 

you do not have a Makro card linked to BHS please contact 

the school's marketing office. 

If you would like a Makro card, you may also contact us, or 

Makro directly.  

Enquiries to: Kay Warne telephone 021  712 0284 X 210, or 

email  kayw@bhs.org.za  

 
PLEASE ADVISE 

 The school is charged per cell number for the SMS message 

service, therefore please inform the school if your cell num-

ber has been changed. Also if you have a new email address 

please inform the school. 

1-on-1 Tuition @ Home 

 Trained, professional tutors 

 All subjects, All grades in Eng/Afr 

 Experience the advantage of individual extra 

lessons 

 Our tutors: supervise homework, clarify; fill in 

gaps; keep learners up todate; prepare for tests 

and exams; encourage a positive attitude. Hire 

 

Education CC www.hireeducation.co.za  
08612 88867 08612 TUTOR 
 

 

DRIVER EDUCATION  
PROGRAMME 

 The Driver Education programme was 
introduced at the start of the third term this 
year and has proven to be an absolute 
WINNER! 
  Once word spread about the pro-
gramme the learners embraced the idea 
and have had 114 lessons so far. The les-
sons given by George Cook have been so 
successful that the programme boasts a 
100% first time pass rate for actual  
driving tests. 
  The car donated by Tata is proving 
very popular and available bookings are at 
a premium.  If you are thinking of register-
ing then do so soon to avoid disappoint-
ment. 
  Contact Mrs Price on (021) 712 0970 
or visit her in the CEP Office(next to Com-
puter Room 1) to register. 


